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Community is defined as a group of 
people who live in the same area, a 
group of people with shared interests 
or a group of people with a common 
background. 

To the people of Seven Oaks School 
Division, community means all these 
things. 

For more than 50 years the Seven Oaks 
community has been a hub for bright 
and promising learners, dedicated and 
innovative educators and parents who 
want their children to engage in the 
most dynamic and diverse educational 
journey available. 

Our community is built on a unique 
brand of character and care – and 
anyone who has spent time in one of our 
schools can atone to that fact. 

Over my BLANK years as a Trustee 
and one as Chair, I’ve seen so many 
examples of this community at work – 
from meeting brand new Seven Oaks 
families during their first days in Canada 
at a school coffee house to watching 
my own children and grandchildren pass 
through the Seven Oaks system. 

I’ve spent more than 30 years with Seven 
Oaks in various capacities and know as 
well as anyone how special the Division 
truly is in its roles as community builder, 
educational leader and community 
builder.

Our programming is second to none and 
our students reflect that. 

This Report to Community is designed 
to give you a firsthand look at some 
of what makes Seven Oaks special – 

- Evelyn Myskiw

Chair, Seven Oaks School 
Division Board of Trustees

Welcome to your community
A message from Board Chair Evelyn Myskiw

namely our classrooms, literacy initiatives, arts 
departments, athletics, dance programs and 
post-secondary preparation

After all, these are the things that set us apart. 
The things that help us bring people together, 
build relationships and truly make a difference. 
And the things that make me so proud to be 
part of Seven Oaks.

I’m very lucky to be able to share these things 
with you and also lucky to be the so-called 
welcome wagon for the division that makes a 
difference. 

So welcome to Seven Oaks … your community 
begins here. 



At 51 years young, Seven Oaks School 
Division is still growing. 

We’ve welcomed 900 new students in 
the last two years and will soon build 
a brand-new, state-of-the-art school 
in Amber Trails to accommodate our 
expanding community and welcome 
some 300 more lifelong learners. 

Despite this growth, we’re still the tight-
knit, community-based division that 
makes expanding knowledge and 
fostering potential our top priorities for 
each and every learner who comes 
through our doors. 

Our inclusive approach to special 
needs, focus on arts and athletics and 

no-learner-left-behind philosophy make 
school special for all students – no matter 
their background, abilities or passions. 

We’re also a parent-friendly division, with 
expansive bus transportation, low school 
supply fees, no-charge lunch supervision, 
daycares and before-and-after school 
programs that aim to make education 
easy and accessible. 

We work to make a difference for all our 
learners and their families and along with 
them reach out to all members of our 
community. 

We are Seven Oaks … and we’re 
growing to meet the needs of our 
community.

Welcome to your Seven Oaks

- Brian O’Leary

Superintendent



Welcome to story time

Welcome to your Story Time
In Seven Oaks School Division, we realize 
the great growth and learning that 
occurs in the first five years of life. 

We also know parents and close 
caregivers are the child’s first and best 
teachers and that children learn best in 
the arms of these caregivers. 

Our Advancing Community Schools 
Parent/Child programs facilitate and 
build on that learning relationship 
and offer an environment rich with 
opportunities for exploring art, play, 
rhymes, songs and stories – all before a 
child reaches kindergarten. 

Families coming through our program 
learn early on in their child’s educational 
journey to see the school as a place 
where they are all valued and 
welcome, where they can get support 
and information and where they can 
be important partners in their child’s 
education. 

Together with our community 
coordinators, families who participate 
in the program ease into the school 
environment and often feel more 
comfortable taking the big step that is 
starting kindergarten.

In the Parent/Child Family Centres we 
make connections with families, foster 
strong relationships and build community. 
W growth flourishes with a strong 
foundation – and there is no stronger 
foundation than a strong community. 

As a Community Coordinator, I am proud 
to be part of the team that is building 
that foundation for a new generation of 
Seven Oaks learners – one story, rhyme or 
song at a time. 

- Christine Turnbull

Community Coordinator,  
OV Jewitt Community School 



My classroom is a place to be proud of. 

That said, it isn’t really my classroom – it’s 
ours. 

And it’s one of creativity, curiosity and 
uniqueness. 

Room 1 is a vibrant and multicultural 
community filled with enthusiastic 
learners who take ownership of their 
experience, even at a young age. We 
demonstrate acceptance and tolerance 
towards one another and learn more 

every day about working together as a 
community. 

Like many other early years classrooms 
in the Division, we are a multi-age room, 
which means I spend more than just one 
year with my students. This gives me the 
opportunity to build positive relationships 
and trust with students while developing 
valuable bonds with families along the 
way. 

I take great pride in my ability to build 
such strong relationships and consider 

myself lucky to be part of a Division that celebrates 
community, diversity and the individuality of every 
student and family.

In Room 1, we celebrate these things every day 
and have created a strong sense of community 
and cooperative learning because of them.

We are truly a Seven Oaks classroom … and we 
celebrate and embrace all learners here. 

- Uma Sharma

Multi-age teacher, Arthur E. Wright School  

Welcome to your classroom



To say students in Seven Oaks School 
Division have music in their souls is a bit of 
an understatement. 

By the time they reach middle school, 
two out of three students play a band 
instrument. 

Every spring, more than 700 students 
come together to sing and play at our 
two-day Arts in the Park event. 

And at Ecole Seven Oaks Middle 
School alone, we offer opportunities 
in four choirs, two vocal jazz groups, 
a jazz band, a 250-member concert 
band program and a full-scale musical 
production. We also have more than 180 
kids in our unique, free-of-charge fiddling 
program. 

We’re able to offer these opportunities to 
our kids because our Division makes arts 
a priority part of the learning experience 
and makes music available to every 
student who wants to explore it. 

And watching that exploration is perhaps 
the best part of a music teacher’s job.

Many kids start their musical experiences 
with self-doubt, but along the way almost 
all of them discover they are really very 
musically capable. Through music, 
we watch them learn how to know 
themselves, develop their own tastes and 
build their self-confidence. 

In our Division, music brings people 
together and provides the opportunity 
to participate in the creation of 
something beautiful within the context of 
community … and that’s ultimately what 
we’re all about. 

Because community truly does begin 
here.

We’re just lucky enough that it often 
begins with a song. 

Welcome to your music room

- Barbara Hamilton

Music teacher,  
Ecole Seven Oaks Middle School



There is no greater experience than 
being part of a team. 

Athletics allow students to proudly 
represent their school, gain a greater 
level of physical fitness and to build 
relationships with both teammates and 
coaches that will last a lifetime. 

Whether students are part of a formal 
team or just part of a group that plays 
together, sport gives Seven Oaks students 
a place where they can feel like they 
truly belong. 

Our Maples Marauders just celebrated 
our 30th season, marking three decades 
in the Winnipeg High School Football 
League and also three decades of giving 
students a team to call their own. 

We honoured the fine football tradition 
by starting a Marauders Junior Varsity 
team for our eager Grade 9 and 10 
athletes, providing them a platform on 

which to build success with students at 
their level. 

As an athletic department, we believe 
that small successes are the building 
blocks of self-confidence and are so 
proud to be part of a Division that truly 
backs this concept.

Seven Oaks offers Learn to Skate 
programs in Grade 1-2 and Learn to Swim 
classes in Grade 4. More than half our 
middle years students play on a school 
team. And by the time they reach high 
school, students have the opportunity to 
participate in football, hockey, volleyball, 
basketball, badminton, cross country, 
track, wrestling, soccer, weight lifting, 
field lacrosse and cricket. 

In the end, sport is not just about 
performance in the gym, on the field or 
on the court for Seven Oaks students – 
it’s about helping individuals develop 
strength in all aspects of their life.

Welcome to your team

- Pete Serrette

Coach, Maples Mauraders Football Team 
Physical Education teacher, Maples Collegiate



I love coming to work – even for a 7 am dance class.

As the leader of the two-year-old dance program at Maples 
Collegiate, I get to help my students find their inner artist and 
spend many mornings, regular class hours and weekends 
watching my students hone their skills as dancers.

And I’m not alone.

While dance is not necessarily associated with the high school 
experience, Seven Oaks now offers dance classes at all three 
divisional high schools as well as Margaret Park and Elwick 
schools.

The Maples dancers – an array of Grade 10, 11 and 12 students 
who can take regularly scheduled dance classes and also 
audition for the advanced Maples on Beat performance 
ensemble – express passion, emotion and determination while 
gaining a greater level of self-awareness and physical fitness.

They compete in dance festivals, perform in front of the school 
and other dancers and generally embrace the act of being 
dancers. 

But Seven Oaks’ dance programs aren’t just about the dance 
itself.

Students involved in dance and other arts streams learn the 
value of persistence, gain a greater understanding of people 
and cultures, and have a chance to find their own voice and 
way to express it.

Every child in Seven Oaks has the opportunity to learn about, 
enjoy and participate directly in the arts … and that in itself is a 
thing of art and beauty.

Welcome to your 
dance studio

- Rachel Cooper

Dance Teacher and Choreographer, 
Maples Collegiate



We believe high school graduation 
should be a launching pad, not a finish 
line. 

That’s why Seven Oaks is so committed to 
providing our learners the guidance and 
support they need to make educated 
and informed decisions about their 
future.

Two of every three Seven Oaks 
graduates go on to post-secondary study 
… and we believe a strong foundation 
helps that success rate. 

Every high school student is paired with 
a teacher advisor who helps plan for life 
after high school and we are proud to 
offer a number of dual credit courses 
that satisfy both high school and first-year 
university credits. 

More than 400 students take tuition-
free First Year University Now courses in 
anthropology, sociology, English, biology 
and calculus through the University of 

Winnipeg. High school students also 
have the opportunity to participate in 
specialized post-secondary preparatory 
courses. 

Many students from middle years and 
high school are also part of the College 
and University Bound (CUB) Program, a 
partnership with U of W and Red River 
College.  The CUB Program provides 
engaging on-campus and in division 
activities designed to help students make 
informed decisions about career paths 
and educational choices.

As a Division, we believe our emphasis 
on providing post-secondary experience 
helps students gain an insight into 
their own futures and use their own 
experiences to determine their paths.

Because, as we say so often, community 
begins here … but futures do, too. 

Welcome to your future

- Jeffrey Ciezecki

College and University Bound Program 
Coordinator, Seven Oaks School Division



Arthur E. Wright Community School
1520 Jefferson Avenue • 632-6314
 

École Belmont School   

525 Belmont Avenue • 338-7893

Collicutt School 
75 Cottingham Street • 338-7937

 École Constable Edward Finney School
 25 Anglia Avenue • 694-8688

Edmund Partridge Community School
1874 Main Street • 339-9889

Elwick Community School  
30 Maberley Road • 633-5641

Forest Park School  
130 Forest Park Drive • 338-9341

Garden City Collegiate  
711 Jefferson Avenue • 339-2058

Governor Semple School 
150 Hartford Avenue • 339-7112

H.C. Avery Middle School 
10 Marigold Bay • 334-4391

École James Nisbet Community School
70 Doubleday Drive • 633-8870

École Leila North Community School
20 Allan Blye Drive • 694-8071

Maples Collegiate 
1330 Jefferson Avenue • 632-6641

Margaret Park School 
385 Cork Avenue • 338-9384

O.V. Jewitt Community School  
66 Neville Street • 633-1714

R.F. Morrison School  
25 Morrison Street • 338-7804

École Riverbend Community School
123 Red River Boulevard W • 334-8417

École Seven Oaks Middle School 
800 Salter Street • 586-0327

Victory School 
395 Jefferson Avenue • 586-9716

West Kildonan Collegiate
101 Ridgecrest Avenue • 339-6959

West St. Paul School
3740 Main Street • 339-1964

Seven Oaks School Division MET School
711 Jefferson Avenue • 336-5050 

Seven Oaks Adult Learning Centre

Maples Collegiate • 632-1716
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